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disclosure. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Raleigh Office (919) 862-2200 

Fax Raleigh Office (919) 862-2260 



Ryan W. Ca^k^J 
Registration No. 47,468 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450, on March 9, 2004 

Rebecca Kemey (j 



RTAO 1/21 45022V 1 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 
(Revised 04/2003) 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
QTATFMFNT RY APPIJCANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Comolete if Known 


Application Number 


10/692,579 -TTP^ 


Filing Date 


October 24. 2003 X ^ 


First Named Inventor 


Knaak / \ 


Group Art Unit 


3724 




Examiner Name 


(not vet assisnei 


\ '^'iiaii ^ 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


031456/267075 ' 





U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


Dncument Number 
Number - Kind Code (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages of Relevant Figures 
Aooear 




1 


US-3,073,304 


01-15-1963 


Schaar 


Whole document 




2 


US-3, 126,777 


03-31-1964 


Shabram 


Whole document 




3 


US-3,302,501 


02-07-1967 


Greene 


Whole document 




4 


US-3,546,742 


12-15-1970 


Kugler 


Whole document 




5 


US-3J18,059 


02-27-1973 


Clayton 


Whole document 




6 


US-4a67,131 


09-11-1979 


Habas et al. 


Whole document 




7 


US-4.856.396 


08-15-1989 


Brinkmeier et al 


Whole document 




8 


US-5386,752 


02-07-1995 


Sieeel 


Whole document 




9 


US-5,554,250 


09-10-1996 


Dais et al. 


Whole document 




10 


US-5376,219 


12-27-1994 


Soerry et al 


Whole document 




11 


US-5.679.208 


10-21-1997 


Sperry et al. 


Whole document 




12 


US-6,131,375 


10-17-2000 


Sperry 


Whole document 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



Cite 
No. 



Fnrdgn Patfinf Dnfiumpnt 

Country Code - Number Kind Code 
(ifknown) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



English 
Language 
Translation 
Attached 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPFTAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s) , volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or 
country where published. 


English 
Language 
Translation 
Attached 



















Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





♦Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



RTA01/2145023vl 



